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Introduction

Evideince concerning "Moloch worship ancient Israel *~ s toundtine Jlegal, as well ain the
historical and prophetic literature of the Bible.the Pentateuch, the laws of the Holir Code
speak< about giving or passing children to Molocb(L18:21, 20:2—4) and the lawDeuteronomy
speak«s of "passing [one's] son or daughter thrdugh(18:10). Although Moloch is not med in
the Deuteronomy passage, it is likely that his cult was the obgddhe prohibition.

(99]

The awuthor of thiBook of Kings speaks about "passing [onefsjasal daughter throughre" (11
Kings 16:3 [son], 17:17, 21:6 [son1l Kings . 23:10 speaksut "passing [one's] son oraghter
through fire to Moloch." Some scholars interpreg ffhrasda-ha‘avir ba-esh, as a referele to a
divinatory or protective rite in which children veeppassed through a fire but not pically
harmeed. However, the same phrdséa ‘avir ba-esh is found in an unmistakable cext of
burning inNumbers 31:23.

Other- biblical texts refer to the sacrifice of clnén.Psalms 106:37—-38 speaks of child sfice to

the uinnamed idols of Canaan. In prophetic soutJeremiah 7:31 andEzekiel 20:25—ispeak
disapyprovingly of sacrificing children to Yahweloi(fthe "bad statutes” referred to by Ezl, see )
Ex. 22:28-29; but see FriebeJeremiah ~ 19:5 speaks affgang children to BaalEzekiel 16:21,
20:31., 23:37, 39 of sacrificing children to unnana@dnities; as does Isaiah 57:5. In non'these }
is therre a mention of Moloch. Only Jeremiah ~ 32:35 is Mdh mentioned by name ancere he

is asseociated witBaal

Distinction should be made between human sacrédigea sporadic deed at a time of is and |
distresss, such as the holocaust of the son of Miisigeof Moab (i Kings 3:27), or as an awhich
servess to express an unusual degree of religioustide as the binding of Isaac (cf. Mical7), on

the ome hand, and the Moloch cult which was anbésteed institution with a fixed locam (the
Topheath), on the other. As the classical source® lia the sacrifices of children at Ceaage, a
colony founded by Phoenicians on the coast of MasghTunisia, usually came afteradeanda a
great disaster — a religious practice based upamaient mythological tradition. Thus Phician
tradition ascribed to Sanchuniaton relates thagtiteElos (= El) sacrificed his son followia war
which brought disaster upon the state. If the adasseports are accurate, it could be ntained |
that there is no real connection therefore betwhenPhoenician-Punic child sacrifices ch are
sporacdic and conditioned by crisis and the Molodrskip which was an institution oult. In
contrast though to the classical reports, the @alogical discoveries at Carthage, wt attest  t
some 20,000 burials of infant bones along with ahibones in what are evidently not insces of  °
naturaal death appear to conflict with the classregdorts. There is as yet no evidenc' child
sacrifiice in the Carthaginian homeland, the cibédhoenicia (Lebanon) proper, whenr less
excav/ation has been done.

The Name

The arccepted view sintAbraham Geiger  is that Moloch is a tendestmis-vocalizatiorof the
word melekh, "king," the original vowels being changed andtgaied after the vocalizon of
boshet, "shame," which was often used as an intentionbst#tute for Baal (see Eupherm and
Dysplhemism ). It is true that the names MolocKi(gs 11:7) and Milcom occur in the ble in
refereznce to an Ammonite god, and that deitieshieyname Malik/Muluk are attested tom the
18t centuryB.c.E. onward. However, the laws and warnings againstitbeship of the loloch
could hardly refer to these particular deitiesisltunlikely that one particular god wtis not
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